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ITPOx TOYZ ®PHZIKEYTIKOYX HT'ETEX TOY KOzMOY

Avtd OV APNOE 0 EIKOOTOG OLOVOC GOV HOVIUT KA povould €ival To yeyovog, 0Tl avAyKaGE
TOVG A0V TOV KOGLOL VO apyicovV va PAETOVY TOV E0VTO TOVG GOV HEAT UOG KO LOVAOTKTG ovOpmTTL-
VNG PULANG KOL TN YN GOV TNV KO Tatpida avthg g uAng. [apd ™ cuveyn dopdyn kat Pio mov oko-
tewidlovv tov 0pilovia, TPOKATAANYELS TOL KATOTE PAIVOVTIOV OTL EVOTNPYOV GT GVGT] TOV ovOp®TL-
vov €100Vg LIOYWPOVV TAvTOV. Mall [le OVTEG KATAPPITTOVTOL KOl O1 PPAYLOL TOV Y10 TOAD KOpd Y01~
Cav v avBpomivny otkoyéveln o€ pia Bapéd achvoetov TonToTTOV TOMTICUIKNG, 8voloyikng 1| eBvi-
KNG Tpoéhevong. To yeyovog 0Tt pua TG0 OepeM®ONG ALY LTOPECE VAL EMTEAESTEL OE L0l TOCO GV-



VTOUN XPOVIKN TEPIO0 — OVGLACTIKA OO TN ol LEPA GTNV GAAN OV TN O€L KOVEIG aTd TNV TPOOMTIKY
TOV 1GTOPIKOV YPOVOL —VTOONAMVEL TO LEYEDOG TV SUVATOTHTOV Y10l TO UEALOV.

Koatd évav tpaywuco tpdémo, n opyavouévn Bpnokeia, tng omoiag avtdg kabovtodc o Adyog vap-
Eng ovvemdyetal VINPESia TNV VLOBEST TG CLVAOEAPMOTG KOl EPTVNG, CLUTEPUPEPETOL TOAD GUYVA
oav €va omd To MO TPOUEPH EUTTOOD G LTO TO OPOUO™ Eval 101AITEPO 0OLVNPO TTOPASEYUO. Elval OTL
TPOGEOMOE Y10 £vOL LEYAAO YpoviKd dtdoTnio a&lomioTicn 6TO QovVATIGHO. Q¢ ovATATO GLUBOOAO oG
amo T Taykooeg Opnokeieg aobavopacte TV voypEmon vo Tpoteivovpe o cofopn e€étaon g
TPOKANONG oL BETEL ALTO Y T BpnokevTikn Nyesia. TOco 1o id10 To {RTNUA GO KOl 01 GLVONKESG TOV
TO TPOKOAOVV OTonTovV Vo MAOVUE HE EMKPiveld. OELOVE VO TIGTEDOVE OTL 1] KOV VINPECIN OTO
Ocd Ba eaoporioel vo ekAN@BoHV Ta Aeydpevd pag pe To idto Tvevpa kaAng BEAnong, Le To omoio Kot
TPOPEPOVTOL.

To {qua yivetonr oAopavepo dtav avoroyiletor kavelg To 6o £xovv emitevydel oe GALOVG TO-
HELS. 210 TapeBOV, ekTOC amd PEPOVOUEVEG EEAPETELC, Ol Yuvaikes BempohvTay KATMTEPO €100C, 1 PU-
o1 T0VG TEPIOTOLLOTOV OO OEICIOAUOVIEG, GTEPOVVIAV TG EVKALPIOG VO EKPPAGOVV TIG OLVUTOTITEG
oV avOpmmTvoL TVELHOTOG Kot VIToPPaldTav 610 POLo Vo eEVTNPETOVY TIC OVAYKEG TOV OVOPOV. Zo-
QMG VILAPYOVY TOAAEG KOV®VIEG OOV aWTEG 01 cVVONKeS eEakoAoVBOHYV VoL KUPLOPYOVV KOl LAMGTO V-
nepacmilovtal pe Pavatiopd. XT0 eNINESO TOV TAYKOGUIOL SIHAOYOV, ®OOTOCO, 1) 10EA TG 10OTNTOS TMV
300 POAWV, OVOLUOTIKA, £XEL TOPA KOTAAAPBEL TNV oYY Hiag KaBolkd arodektng apyns. H iodtrta tov
V0 PUA®V ATOAOUPAVEL TAPOUOLO KDPOG GTO PEYOADTEPO UEPOG TNG AKOONUATKNG KOWVOTNTOG Kol GTO
péca TANPoeopNoNG. Ot petaforég etval TOGO OLGLDOELG TOL Ol VILEPUAYOL TNG AVOPIKNG OVOTEPOTNTOG
TpEmEL va avalnTmoovy vootpign ota tepBmplo TG LTELOLYNC YVOUNG.

Ta molopknpéva Taypuato Tov 8vikicpov avtipetomifovv o topduota poipa. Me v kdbe kpi-
OT] TOV EMEPYETUL OTIG TOYKOGLUES VITOOESELS, KabioTaTOl EVKOADTEPO Y10 TOV TOAITN VO SLOKPIVEL CVEL-
pecso otV aydmn yio v moTpido mov gumAovtilel ™ (o Tov AvOp®TOL, Kol TV VTOTUYN GE [ &-
UTPNOTIKN pnTopeio, GYESACUEVT VO TPOKaAEl [icog kol POPo amévavtt 6Tovg GAAOLG. AKOUN KU EKEl
oMoV lval TPOGPOPO VO GUUUETAGYEL KAVEIG OTIG GLVNOELG EOVIKIOTIKEG TEAETEG 1) AVTATOKPLOT| TOV KOl-
VoL ouyva yopaktnpileTon TEPIocdTEPO 0O GuVALSOHOTO apnYaViog, Tapd, OTMS YvOTAY TOAOTEPQ,
amo Pabud prlopéveg memoldnoels kot evkoro evBovaiacpd. To amotélecpa £xel evioyvbel and v ava-
olapBpwon mov otabepd Aappdvel yopo otn 61ebvi TaEn. Onoteg k1 av gival ol ATEAEIEG TOL GLOTHLA-
10g TV Hvopéveov EBvav atnv mapodca Lopen Tov Kol 0G0 AVETAPKNG KL oV Eval 1) IKAvOTNTA TOL Vol
TAPEL GLALOYIKA GTPATIOTIKA LETPO dPACTC EVAVTIO, OTNV EMBETIKOTNTO, KAVELG dEV LITOPEL Vo Tapep-
UNVEDGEL TO YEYOVOG OTL TO QETLY TNG amdAVTNG €Bvikng kuprapyiog Padilel mpog tnv eEapdvion Tov.

Ot UAETIKEG KOt 01 EBVOLOYIKEG TPOKATAANYELS EYOVV EICOV VTOCTEL TNV AUEOT EMIOPOOT) TOV
IGTOPIK®V SASIKAGUDY, TOV EYOVV AlYT AVEKTIKOTNTO Y10 TETOLEG TpoPdcels. Ed®, n amdppuymn ToL T
pelB6vTOog VI PEe 1Waitepa kaboploTikn. O paTeIoHOG Xl LOAVVOEL O TN GYEOT TOV UE TIC PPIKOAE-
OTNTEG TOL €IKOOTOV GV 6€ Pabpd, Tov EYel TPOGAGPEL TO YOPUKTNPO UIOG TVELHOTIKNG AoOEVELOGC.
[Toporo mov emPuOVEL GOV O KOWVOVIKT] CUUTEPIPOPA GE TOALA LEPT] TOL KOGHUOV - Kot dNAnTnpralet
™ (o1 €vOg OMUOVTIKOD TUNLOTOG TG OVOPOTOTNTOG — 1] QLUAETIKT TPOKUTAANYT £XEL TOGO TOAD KATOOL-
KOOTEL TOYKOGUI®MG ™G apyn, MOTE KO opdda avOpdmov dev UITOPEl oL VoL ETITPEYEL GTOV EQVTO TNG
VO TOVTIOTEL QUEPLLVA LIE QTN V.

Avtd de onuaivel 6Tt Eva okoTEWVO TopeABOV £xel ofNoel Kot £vag KavoOpylog KOGUOG POTOG
éxel Eapvikd yevvnOel. Apétpnrot avBpmmot cuveyilovv va vTopEvouy Tig cLVETELEG TV Pabid prlopé-
VOV TPOKATOANYE®DY QUANG, PVAOL, eBvikdTNTAG, KAoTOG Kot TAENS. Oleg o1 eviei&elg vTodnAdvovy 6Tt
T€T010V £id0Vg adikieg Ba cuveyilovv Vo VTEPYOLV Yo TOAD KapOd, KaBmg ot Becpol Kot Ta TPHTLTTA TOV
emvoel N avOp®TOHTNTO AMOKTOOHV POVO pe apyd puOUd TN SLVOTOTNTO VO SNUOVPYHCOVY 1o VEX SO
OTIG OYECELG KO VO 0lVOKOVPICOVV TOLG KOTATIEGUEVOLS. To BEpa elvar Op®S, OTL TEPAGALE TO KATMOOAL
Kol 0Tt gV LITAPYEL KOpd alomoTn MOAVOTNTO EMGTPOPNG. OEUEMMOELS OPYES EYOVV OVOYVMOPIOTEL,
EKQPOOTEL, TOYEL EVPElNG ONUOCIOTNTOG KOl EvemuaTOvovTol Babaio o Bespodg mov givar wkoavol va
T1g emPaiiovv o1 dnuocta cvumeprpopd. Agv vapyel aueiforia O6T1, G0 TAPATETAUEVOS KOl 0OVVN-



POG KoL v Elvat 0 aydvog, To amotédeoua Ba elvar pio emavacTaoT oTig GYEGELS OVAIESO GE OAOVG TOVG
Aoovg, 610 emimedo ¢ Paonc.

Me Vv évapén Tov EIKOGTOD OLOVA, 1] TPOKATAANYT TOL GAVNKE OTL NTAV THOVOV VO EVOMGEL
TEPLOCOTEPO AMO OMOLUONTOTE AAAN OTIS SQLVALELG TNG AAAXYNG, NTAV 1) BpnokevTiKn. XN Avon, ot emt-
onuovikég e€eAiEelg eiyov 101 KAovioel Kaiplo pHepkons amd Toug KupldTteEPOVS GTVAOPATEG dOYLOTIKNG
OTOKAELOTIKOTNTOG. XTO TAAIGLO TNG UETAUOPPOONG TOL EMNAOE GTNV avTIANY™ TOL AvVOPOTIVOL YEVOC
Yl TOV €0DTO TOL, 1 L0 EATTIO0POPa VEQ OpnokevTikn eEEMEN pavnKe va givol To dta-OpnokevTikd Ki-
vnua. To 1893, [Maykoca ExBeon oto Zikdyo e£€mAnée akdun Kot Toug rlodo&ovg opyavmTég TG,
onuovpymvtog to wepipnuo «Kotwvofovilo tov Opnokelmv», Eva Opape TVEVUOTIKNG Kot Nokng ov-
VOIVEGTG TOV OLYUOADTICE T ONUOCIO PAVTAGIN G OAEG TIG NIEIPOVG Kol KATAPEPE VAL EMOKIACEL OKO-
1 KOl TO EMMOTNUOVIKA, TEYVOAOYIKE KOl EUTOPIKA Bavpota wov Tipovoe 1 ExbBeon.

Y& ovvropuia, edvnke OTL To. apyaio Telyn elyav yKpeUoTel. [0 TOVG GTOYUCTEC e EMPPOT] GTOV
Topéa TG Opnokeiag, n cLYKEVIP®MON VANPEE LOVADIKY|, «AVEL TTPOTYOLUEVOL GTNV 1oTopict TOL KO-
opov». To KowvoPodho, gine 0 dtaKekplévog KOPLog opyavoTig Tov, «€iye amedevfepmaoel Tov kOGO
amd T poaAirodoio». Mo svpnuatikn nyeoia, 6mwg giye pe Pefordtnta mpoPrepdel, Oo etmpeleito
™G evkoupiag Kot Bo apOmvile oTig amd TOAD Kapd SloupeReveg BpNOoKEVTIKEG KOVOTNTEG Vo TVED LA
OLVASELPMOOTNG, TOL B PITOPOVSE VAL TOPEYEL TNV ATOPAiTTN NOIKT VTOGTHPIEN YO TOV KAVOVPYLO KO-
oUO NG evnuepiag Kot g TPoddov. 'Yotepo amd Lo T€Too vOAppLVoTN, d10-0pnoKeELTIKA KIviLoTo
KkéOe eldovg pilmoav kot avicav. Mia tepdcTio Aoyoteyvia, dtoBEoiun o€ TOAEG YAMGGES, YV®GTONOiN-
o€ o€ &va OAO KO TTO EVPV KOO, GE TOTOVG KO [T, TIG Od00oKaAiec OA®V TV KOPLOV Opnokel®V, Eva
EVOLOPEPOV TTOV EKUETAAAEDTIKOV LLE TOV KOPO TO PadtOQmVO, 1 TNAEOPACT], O KIVILOTOYPAPOS KOl TE-
AMKA 10 0100ikTVO. Bgcol avdTEPNG LOPP®OTG Eekivioay TTLYLOKA TPOYPAUUATO OTY LEAETN TNG G-
ykprtikng Opnokeoroyioc. Me ™ ANEN Tov ddva Ol d1a-OpNOKEVTIKEG GVYKEVIPDOGELG AoTpeiag, adia-
VONTEG LEPIKES deKaeTieg vopitepa, elyav yivel kdTL To cuVNOIGUEVO.

AMpovo Spmg, etvat epeaveg 0Tt amd avTég TIg TP®TOPovAieg Agimel TOGO 1 dtovonTikny cvvoyn
0G0 KOl 1 TVELHATIKY dEGHELON. € avtifeon He TG SodIKaGIies TG EVOTOINGNG OV UETAUOPPDOVOLV
TIC VIOAOITEG KOIWVMOVIKEG OYECELC TNG avOpOTOTNTAG, 1| TPOTACT OTL OAEG O1 pEYdAec Bpnokeiec Tov KO-
GLOL £YOVV TNV 1010 16Y0 0G0V aPOPE TN GUOT KAl TNV TPOEAEVCT] TOVG. OVTIKPOVETOL TEICUOTIKA 0o
GYLPA OYVPOUEVA TPOTLTTO. SOYUATIKNG okéyNns. H mpododog tng evomoinong tov puAav givor po e&é-
MEN Tov dev gival amAMdC U0 EKEPOGT] GLVULGONUOTICHOD 1| OTPATNYIKNG OAAA TTnydlel amd TNV ava-
yvaopion 0tt o1 Aaol Tng yng ovviETouy €va Kol Lovadtkd €100¢, 01 TOAAEC TaPAALAYEG TOV OTOT0V OEV
ATOVELOVV OO POVEG TOVG OTOL0ONTOTE TAEOVEKTNILA 0VTE EMPAAAOVY OTOIOONTTOTE PELOVEKTIA OTO
HEAN TG Hog M TG GAANG euAng. H yepapétmon tov yuvakdv, opoing, cuverdystotl v tpobupio
1660 TV BEcUOV TNG KOWV®OVIG 000 KOl TNG KOG YVAOUNG VO 0voyvepicovy Ot deV LITAPYOLV OmodE-
KTA aitio — BloAoyikd, Kowvmvikd 1 nucd — mov vo S1kaloAoyohv Tn oTEPNoT amd TIG YOVOIKES TNG TAN-
POVG 160TNTAG LE TOVG AVOPEG, KOl ad TO, KOPITOLO TOV {00V EKTUOELTIKOV EVKOIPLOV LE TO AyOPLOL.
Ovte Kol 1 EKTIUNOT TOV GUVEICPOPOV KATOIWV €BvMV ot SopdpP®aoT evog EEMOCOUEVOD TTOYKO-
oUoL TOATIoUOV oTtnpilel TNV KANpodotnuévn avtomdtn, 6t dAla £€6vn éxovv Alya 1 Timoto va mpo-
CQEPOLV GTIV TPOGTADELD CLTT).

H 6pnokevtikn nyecia @aivetol avikovn Tig TEPIOGOTEPEG POPES VO OVOAAPEL Evav TOGO Belle-
M®OON avVOTPOGOVUTOMGUS. AALO TUNUATO TNG KOWVOVING OTOdEXOVTAL TIG CUVETEIEG TNG EVOTNTOG TNG
avOpoToTNTag Ol LOVO GOV TO OVOTOPELKTO ETOUEVO Prpo 0TV TPOOS0 TOL TOATIGHOV, OAAL Gov
OAOKANPMOT ML HEPOVG YVOPICUATOV KAOE £100VG TOV PEPVEL N YEVIAL LOG GE OVTH TNV KPioIUN oTIyun
01N GLALOYIKN pag toTopia. Ki Opwe, To peyaAdtepo HEPOS TG opyavorévng Opnokeiog oTékeTol ToPh-
AVTO GTO KATAOPAL TOL HEALOVTOG, TAYIOELUEVO GTa. 1010 eKEtval dOYHOTA KOl OTLS 016G AEIDOELS Y10 TPO-
vopovya tpodcPacm oty aAndeia, Tov Hrav VIEVBVVA Yo T dNUOLPYIC LEPIKMOV OO TIG TTO CPOOPEG
OLOLAYEC TTOV dLOUPESAV TOVG KATOIKOVG TNG YNG-



Ot ovvémeleg, 660V agopd v avOpdmivn eunuepio, vap&av Katactpoekés. Eivar oiyovpa
TEPITTO VO, AVOPEPOVLE AETTOUEPDG TN PPIKT TOL TPOKAAEITOL CHUEPO GTOVG OVGOLPOLE TANOLGLOVG
€€ aitiog g xpnéng pavaticpov mov vipomalel To dvopa g Opnokeiog. Kot ovte mpoxeiton yio Eva
TPOCEATO PovOpevo. T'a va mdpovpe povo €va amd Ta ToAAG Tapadeiypata, ol Opnokevtikol mOAE-
pot g Evpadnng tov 6ékatov £ktov aidve otoiyicay tn (o1 o€ TEPITOL TPLAVTO TOIS EKATO OAOKATPOL
Tov TANBvcpov ¢ Nreipov. [pénet kaveic va avapwtnBel ol NTav LoKpoTPOOEGHLO 1 GLYKOLOTN TV
OTOPMV TOL PLTEVTNKAY GTN GLVEIINON TOV AVOPOT®V aTd TIC TVPAEG SOVVALELS TOL PAVOTIKOD OOy
TIOHOV TTOV EVETVEVGE TETOLEG OLOLUAYEC.

> owtd TOV OmOAOYIGHO TTPEMEL Vo TpocTedel o Tpodocia ot oTikdTTe TS aVvOpOTIVNG O1d-
Vol0g, M omoio TEPLEGOTEPO amd KABe AAAO Tapdyovia £yl otepnocl and T Opnokeio TV ERELTN KO-
votNTaA T™C, va Toilel Evay amopacioTikd pOA0 GTN OUOPP®OT TOV TOYKOGH®MV VTobécewy. Babid
deopevpévol pe vrobécelg mov dtackoprmilovy kot pBeipovy TV avBpdmvn evépyeta, ol BpnokevTiKol
Beopol vnpEav ToAD cuyvd ot factkol Tapdyovteg Yoo TV amoBdppvven tng e€epedhvnong g TpayLa-
TIKOTNTOG KOl TNG YPNONG EKEVOV TOV SLOVONTIK®Y SLUVALE®V OV dlokpivovy 1o avBpomivo €idog. Ot
KOTOOIKEC TOL DAMGOUOU 1| TNG TPOUOKPATIOG dEV TAPEYOLV 0VoloTIKN Porbela oTo YePIoUd TG GOY-
¥POVNG NOKNG KPIoNG, av OV ATOTYOOVY TPOTIGTMOS LE EIMKPIVELN TNV OTOTLYI0 OTNV AVAANYT TOV
evbuvaV, Yeyovag mov aenoe TG LAlEg TV TIOTMV EKTEDEUEVESG KO EVAAMTEG GE AVTEG TIC EMOPACELS.

Oo0o 0dvVMpég KL v ivar aVTEG 0L GKEYELS, Elval TEPIOCOTEPO [0 LIEVOVLON TNG LOVASTKNG
SUVOUNG TTOL AVTUTPOCHOTEVEL 1) opyaveouévn Bpnokeia, mapd Eva katnyopd evavtiov ™. H Opnokeia,
ommg Olot yvopilovpe, eivar 1 kuprdtepn Kvniple dvvaun. OmodTav NTAV TOTH GTO TVEVLIO KOl GTO
TOPASELY L0 TV VREPTATOV MOPP®V TOL YAPLoaY GTOV KOGLUO Ta HeydAo cvothuata [Tiotng, apdnvile
€ OAOKANPOVG TANBVOUOVG TNV TKAVOTNTO VO, YOTTOVV, VO GUYYM®POVV, Va. STIULLOVPYOLV, VO TOAUODV
Bapparéa, vo LTEPVIKOVV TNV TPOKATAANYN, va Buctdlovtal yio To KOO KOAO Kol VO YOAVOywyoOV
TIC OpUEC TOV {®UKOD EVOTIKTOV. AVOUPIOPATNTA, 1| TPOTOYEVIG SUVAUT EKTOMTIGLOD TNG avOpOTIVIG
@VomNg VIPEE M emidpacn TG d1adoyNS TV Otivwv avTdv Povep®GE®V, TOL PTAVEL EMG TNV OLYN TNG
KOTOYPOLLILEVNG 10TOPIAG.

Avt 1 1010 M SVvapUN TOL AELITOVPYNCE UE TETOLN ATOTEAECUATO OE TOANLOTEPEG EMOYEG, TAPOL-
HEVEL VO AVOALOIMTO YOPOKTINPLOTIKO TNG avOpdTvNg entyvmong. Ze avtifeon pe kdbe mpocdokia Kot
HE eAd10TN ovolooTIKN evBdppuver, cuveyilel va otnpilel Tov ayova Yoo ETPioon oUETPNTOV KO-
TOUMLPI®V KOl VO VYAOVEL 0€ KABe TOMO NPp®EG Kot ayiovg, TV omoimv o1 {wéc amotehohV TNV IO
TELOTIKN OKAIMOT TV apYdV TOL EUTEPLEYOVTOL 0T Keipeva g avtiotoyng [liotng tovg. Onwg
deiyvel n mopeia Tov moAITIoNOV, 1 Bpnokeia ivan emiong ucavn va, ennpealel fabid tn doun TV Kot-
vovikov oyécewv. [Ipayuatikd, Bo fTav SVCKOAO Vo OKEPTEL KaVEIS omoladnToTe OepeAiddn tpdodo
OTOV TOATIGUO OV VoL UV avtAnoce v N0k g ®dnon and avty v acteipgutn anyn. Mmopel va
dtavonbei kaveic, Aouwwdv, OTL TO TEPAGHA GTO KOPLPAIO GTASI0 TNG Ml YIMAd®V YPOVOV SUOTKAGIOG
opydvmong Tov TAaVTH, Uropel va emttevydel péca 6" Eva TVELUATIKO KEVO; AV Ol S1IECTPAUUEVES 10€-
oAoyieg oV amelevfepdONKAY GTOV KOGHO LG KATA TN SLAPKELXL TOL OLMVO TOV HOAG TEPOCE, OEV GL-
vels€pepay TImot GAAO, TOLAGYIOTOV £0e1&aV avaploPnTnTa OTL Ol AVAYKES OEV UTOPOVV VO OLVTILE-
TOTIGTOVV UE EVAAAOKTIKEC AVCELC avOpOTIVNG ETVOTOTG.

*

Ot ovvénreieg yuo onpepa ovvoyilovral amd Tov Mraydolia 6e AOYL0 TOV YPAGTNKAV TPV Ao
Evav a1dvo, Kot TAE0V Kot d1ad00nKav eVpEWS OTIG OEKOETIEG TOV PLECOAGPNCAV:

«Aev umopel va vroplel kKopio amoAvTws ouplfoiio 6Tl 01 L0.0T TOV KOGUOVD, OTOIOGONTOTE PUANG
ka1 Opnokeiag, avtlovy v Eumvevon Tovg omo uio ovpavia Inyn, ka1 eivai o1 vEHKoo1 £vOg 0.
H o1opopomoinon twv eviolwv, tig omoieg oxkoiovBodv, mpémel va. omodobel otic uetoffolloueves
OTOITHOEIS KOL OVAYKES THG EXOYNGS KOTC THY OTOL0. AVTEG AmoKoldpOnkoy. OAeg eKTOS OO UEPLKES
OV EIVOL TO ATOTEAEGUO. THG OVEPOTIVHG O100TPELLWONG, E¢ovy Kabopiotel amd to Ocod kol eivol
uio ovravaxiaon me Oédnong kor tov 2xomwov Tov. EyepOcite xou, elomhiouévor ue ™ dovoun



¢ TOTNGS, COVIPIYTE TOVS BE0DS TWV UATAIWYV POVTATIHOCEDY GOG, AVTODS TOD OTEPVOVY TH OLYO-
voto. uetald oog. [lpoonlwBeite oe avTO TOL COC PEPVEL KOVTG, KOL 0OG EVIOVEL.»

Mo tétola ékkAnon dev amoltel eykatdAeymn tne miotng otic BepeMmoslg aindeleg omotov-
oNmote TV peydlmv cvotnudtov Ilictng Tov kocuov. Anevavtiag. H wiotn £xel Toug dtkovg e Ka-
vOVEG Kal TN O1KN NG dkaimorn. Avtd Tov GAAOL TIOTEVOLY — 1} OEV MOTELOVY — JEV UTOPEL Vo el
eEovoia og omoladnmote avlpdmivn cvveidnon mov ailel va ovopaletor étot. Exeivo mov avopeifo-
A0 TPOTPEMOVY TOL TOPATAV®D AGYLL EIVOL 1) ATOKNPVEN OA®V EKEIVOV TOV 0EIDCEMY OMOKAEIGTIKOTNTOG 1|
0pLoTIKOTNTOG, TOL G vouY TN {®1] TOL TVELUATOG, KOl £(0VV OTOTEAEGEL TO UEYOAVTEPO Kol EEXWPL-
010 TOPAYOVTO Yl0 TNV KATATVIEN TOPOPUNGEMV TPOG TNV EVOTNTA KOl YLOL TNV TPOAY®YT MGOVS Kot
Biag.

¥ avtv axplBdg TNV 16TOPIKN TPOKANCT] TIGTEVOVUE OTL TPEMEL VO OVTATOKPIOOUV Ol 1YETEG
Tov Opnokeiwv, av emBopodyv va £yel onuacio 1 BpNoKeELTIKN NYESIN 0TV TAYKOGHIO KOWV®OVIN, TOV
OVOOVETOL OO TIC UETOUOPPOTIKEG EUTELPIEC TOV EIKOGTOV aldva. Eival eppavég 0Tt 60 Kol TeEPIOCO-
TEPOL AvBpwmotl pTavouv 611 damictwon 6t 1 oAnBela Tov Ppicketor otn Paon OAwV TV Bpnokelmy
etvar otV ovcia pia. Avti 1 avayvoplon dev TPOKVTTEL ard o xilvor Beoloyikmv epidmv, OALY amd
Ho S1ooONTIKY ENLYVOON TOL YEVVATOL OO TN GLVEXMG OVEAVOLEVT EUTELPIO. GLVOVAGTPOPNG HE Ola-
QOPETIKOVS avOp®TOLS Kot omd ol fabpiaio amodoyn tng evotnTag TS 10106 TNG AvOpOTIVNG O1KOYE-
vewlg. Méoa amd To GUHELPUO TOV BPNOKEVTIKMOV SOYHATOV, TEAETOVPYIDV KOl VOUIKOV KOJIK®V TOV
KAnpovounonkav and e£aQOVIGUEVOLG KOGHOVG, avadVETAL Hia aicOnon 0Tt N Tvevpatikn (o - OTwG
n evoTNTa, TOL EKONADVETAL VO LOPPN TOKIA®Y EBVIKOTATOV, PUANDV KOl TOAMTIGUAOV - GLVOETEL Lo
OmEPLOPLOTI TPAYUOTIKOTNTO TTOV €ival TO 1010 mpooith oe 6Aovg. [Ipoxeuévon avtn 1 d1dyvtn aArd
OKOUO EMPULACKTIKT] avTIANY”N vo moyimOel kol vo cOUPAAEL OMOTEAEGUATIKA GTNV OKOOOUNGT €VOC
EPNVIKOD KOGLOV, TPETEL VAL EYEL TNV 0AOKOPON emPePainon exeivmv, 6Tovg 0moiovg TpocPAémtovy pd-
{eg Tov TANBLGLOV TNC YNS Yo KABOONYT O], OKOLO KOl TMPO TNV TEAELTOIO, GTUYUN.

Ynrdpyovv ciyovpa TOAEG S1POpES avAIESH OTIC KOPLEG OpNOKEVTIKES TOPASOGELS TOV KO-
OOV, OGOV 0POPE TIG KOWMVIKEG EVIOAES KO TIG HOPPES AoTpeiag. Av AaPet kavelg vmoOyN o YIMASES
xPOVIO, GTN SIAPKELD TOV OTOIMV S10d0YIKES ATOKAADWELS TOL 0l amevBHvVONKav oTIg peTaPaALOE-
VEG OVAYKEG €VOC ovvEX®MG €EEMGGOUEVOL TOATIGHOD, dVGKOAN Oa pmopovoe vo eitvatl SloPOPETIKA.
[Mpaypatikd, Eva EQLEVTO YOPAKTNPICTIKO TOV YPAP®V TMV TEPIGCOTEPMV KUPLOV BPNoKEIDV QaiveTal
va givar 1 EkQpoon, UE TOV Evav 1| ToV GAAO TPOTO, TNG apyNS TS EEEMKTIKNG QUONG TG Opnokeiagc.
Avto mov dev pmopel va, dukooroynBel nOKd ival 1 Tapoamwoinon TV TOMIIGUIKOV KAPOVOLLDY, TTOV
TPoopilovtay Vo, ELTAOVTIGOVV TNV TVELLOTIKY EUTELPiD, Gov PECO TAPOKIVIONC TPOKATAANYNG KOl O-
mo&évoonc. To mpotapykd kabnkov g yoyng Ba sivar mévta vo epevva TV TpaypatikdtnTa, vo, (e
oOLPOVA e TIG 0ANOelEg omd TG omoieg meiBeTon Kot va amodidel TANpN oePacud 0TI Tpocmafeleg TV
GAA®V VO KAVOLV TO 110.

Mmnopei va avtitoybei to emyeipnuo, 0Tl av givol vo ovayveoplotodv OAEG ot peyaieg Bpnokeieg
e€loov O€ikéC oTNV TPOEAEVOT TOVG, TO amOTEAEGHA Ba eival 1 evOAppPLVOT|, 1] TOLAAYIGTOV 1) H1EVKO-
AUVOT| LETAGTPOPNC TOALDY avBpdTwv amd TN pia Opnokeio oty GAAn. Elte avtd ainbeverl gite oy,
glval deLTEPEVOVCAC CNUACTING OTOV GUYKPIVETOL [IE TNV EVKOLPIO TOV £XEL OMOEL EMTELOVG 1) 10TOPI. OE
exeivoug mov £xovv cuvaicHnon evoc KOGHOL oL VIEPPAIVEL AVTOV TOV EMIYELO - KOl OTOV GUYKPIVETOL
pe tnv gubuvn mov emPdAiel avtn N eniyvoon. H kdOe pia and tig peydieg Opnokeieg umopet va emka-
AeoTEl EVTLIOOIOKEC Kol OEIOMIOTEC UOPTUPIEC GYETIKA UE TNV OTOTEAECUATIKOTNTO TNG VO, YOAOUYEL
évav nowo yopaktpa. Opoimg, kaveig de Ba pmopovoe va VTOGTNPIEEL TEGTIKA OTL TOL SOYLLATO TOV
elval ouvdedepéva pe Eva GLYKEKPIUEVO BpNOKELTIKO GVGTNLA, VIPEAY EiTE TEPLOGOTEPO €lTE AMYOTE-
PO TOPAYOYIKE GTH ONUIOLPYIC POVOTIGHOD Kol OEIGIONUOVIOG, OO EKEIVOL TOV GLVOEOVTAL [LE OTTOL0-
IMmote AAAO. X' €vav KOGHO TOV 00EVEL GTNV EVOTOINGT| EIVOL PUGIKO T TPOTLTOL OHPAOTG KOl GUVEPYL-
olag va voiotavion pio cuveyn dladikocioo HETAPOANS, Kot 0 pOAOG TV BEGI®VY, 0OTOOVONTOTE EIG0VC,
etval oiyovpa va eEeTAG0VV, TMOG PTopoHv va d1evbetnBovv avtég ot eEeMEelC pe Evav TPOTO TOL TPOG.-
yer v evotnrto. H eyydmon 61t to amotédespa Ba gival TeAKE VY1EC — TVELUOTIKA, NOKA Kol KOIVOVIKA
— £YKELTOL 0TI HOVIUN TOTN TOV OTAGV Lol®V TOV KOTOIKOV TG VNG, OTL TO COUTOV J10IKEITAL OYL Ao
avOpomvn 110Tpomia, ALY amd pia 6Topyikni Kot ahdvBaotrn [Ipovora.



Moadi pe v KaTappeELoT TOV EPOYUDV TOL X0Pilovv TOVG A0OVG, 1| ETOYN MOG EIVOL LAPTVE TNG
TTAOCNG TOL KATOTE AVVTTEPPANTOV TELYOLG TOV 0TO TTaPEABOV eBempeito 6TL Ba yopile yio mhvta ) Lon
Tov Ovpovod amd ekeivn g Ime. Ta 1epd keipeva 6wV TV Bpnokeldv didacKay TAVTo ToV TIoTO Vo
Bewpel TV vapesio TPOg TOVg AAAOVE, Oyl LOVO Eva NBKO KaBNKOoV aALA £va dPOLO Ylo TNV TPOCEYYL-
omn g 010G TG Yuyng TPog 10 Oed. TNUEP, 1| TPOOJEVTIKY] AVOIKOJOUTOT| TNG KOW®VING TPocdidel ¢
avTY TNV okelo S1daoKoAMa VEEG EvvololoYikéG dlaotdoels. Kabmg n mavapyoia vrooyeon yuo Evav Ko-
OO EUTVELGUEVO OO OPYEG SIKOOOHVNG KATOAAUPAVEL GLYG-GLyd TO YOPOUKTIPO EVOG PEAAGTIKOD GTO-
YOV, T OVTILETMOTIOT TOV OVOYK®V TNG YOYNG Kot EKEivmv TG kowvmviag Ba Bewpovvtol OA0 Kol To To-
A0 oav apofoieg OWelg Piog dpng Tveupatikng {ong.

Av Béker 1 BpnokevTIKN NYESIO VO OVTILETOTIGEL TV TPOKANOT) TOV TOPOLGLALEL QLT 1) TEAED-
Toio avTiAnyn, 1 avTomoOKPIon TG TPENEL va. EEKIVIGEL ald TNV Topadoyn 0Tl 1 Bpnokeia kol 1 EX0TN-
U1 0moTEAODV T OVO OOPOLTITO CLGTHUATO YVAOCE®Y, LECH TWV OTOIMV OVATTOGGOVTAL 01 SUVOTOTN-
1eg NG entyvoonc. [Iépav Tov 6T de Ppiokovrar og drapdyn HeETa&d Tovg, awTol 01 000 BepeMmdEC TPO-
0L L€ TOVG OTOIOVG O VOUG EEEPEVVE, TNV TPOYUOTIKOTNTA, OAANAEEQPTOVTOL Kot VANPEAY TOAD TTapa-
YOYIKOL GE EKEIVEG TIG OMAVIEG OALAL EVLTLYICUEVEG TTEPLOOOVG TNG LoTOopiag, OTAV ElXE AVOYVOPIOTEL M
CUUTANPOUATIKT TOVG QUOT KOl HUTOPESAV va. cuvepyaostovv. Ot yvmdoelg kot ot emde&loTnTeg Tov
TPOKVATOVV OO TNV EMOTNHOVIKY] TPO0d0, Ba Tpémetl mavto va avalntodv v Kabodnynon Tvevpa-
TIKNG KoL NOKNG déopevong, yio va eEac@aAIcovy TNV KATAAANAT EQOPLOYT TOVG Ol OPNOKEVTIKES TE-
TONoELS, 000 TPOSPILELG KL av gival, TPEMeL va VTOBaAAovTal TPOHL O Kol EVYVAOUOVO GE L0l OUEPO-
Anmtn e&€taom and emoTUoVIKEG ebddovg.

Telkd ptavouvpe o€ £va (Nt To 0moio Tpooeyyilovpe e KATOol SIOTAKTIKOTN T, S10TL ayYi-
{e1 moAV dueoca tn ovveidnon. Meta&d TV TOALDY TEPAGUNOV TOV TPOGPEPEL O KOGLOG, 1 SOKILOGIN
OV, YOPIg VO, EKTANGGOEL, £XEL AMUCYOANGEL TOVE OPNOKEVTIKOVG MNYETEC elval M doknon eovoiog og
Oépata miomg. Omolog €xel aPlep®SEL TOAAG XPOVILL ELMKPIVODG OOAOYIGHOD Kol HEAETNG TV KEWE-
VOV TG H0G 1 TG GAANG amd TIc peyareg Opnokeieg, de ypeldletol mepartépm vevOHIIGT TOL cLYVA
emavaAapPovopevov a&lopotog 0Tt 1 eEovoia pmopel va yivel artior dtapBopdg Kot OA0 To TOAD OG0
avt N e€ovoia avédvetatl. Ol OKNPLKTES ECMTEPIKES VIKEG TOV KEPHIONKAV GE LT TNV TEPITTMOOT AN
APETPNTOVG KANPIKOVG G€ OAEG TIG emoyEg vanpéav xwpig apeiforia pio and Tig KOPLES TNYES TG ON-
HIOVPYIKNG OUVAUNG TNG OPYAVOUEVIC OpNOKEING Kol TPEMEL VO KATOTOYOUV ooV id amd T1g VYNAOTEPEG
dlokpicelg tne. Xtov 1010 Pabud, n vrotayn o1o déAENP TNG EYKOCULNG EE0VCTIOG KO TOV TAEOVEKTN LA
T0G, oo TNV MAEVPE GAA®DV BPNOKEVTIKOV apyNYdV, £XEL KAAMEPYNOEL £Va. YOVILO £00.POG Y10 TNV OVA-
TTéN KVVIGHOD, dpOoPAG Kol AmOYVMONS OVALESH 6€ OAOVE TTOV TNV TTapoTNpovv. Ol EMATOGELS Y10
TNV WKOvOTNTA. TG BPMNOKEVTIKNG MYECIOG VO EKTANPOVEL TNV KOWWV®VIKT TNG €06VVTN, 6’ 0T TN OTLYUn
g otopiog, dg ypetdlovral kapio eEEtaon.

H Opnokeia, emedn acyoreital pe Tov €EEVYEVIGUO TOV YOPAKTAPO KOL TNV EVAPUOVION TOV
OY£0EMV, £XEL AEITOVPYNOEL GTN JLAPKELD TNG 1oTOpiag cav TV amdAvTn e€ovaia mov divel vomua o1
Lon. Xe kabe emoyn], KOAAMEPYOVOE TO KAAO, AmOdoKipale TO KOKO KOl KPOTOVOE UTPOCTA GTO LATLOL
OA®V, 60wV NBeAay va dovv, Eva Opapa SVVOTOTAHTMY TOL gV glyav dtovonBel. Ao T1g GLUPOLAEG TG M
Aoyikn yoyn dviAnoce evBappuveon yio va EemepAcel To 0pla Tov ENEPAAAE 0 KOOUOG Kol Vo fplokel ek-
mApwon 1 ot Ommg vrodnAmvel kol To dvoua, 1 Bpnokeio vanpée Tavtdypova Kot 1 KOpla SHVAUN
TOV EVOVE TOVG TOIKIAOVG A0VG 6€ OAO KoL O HEYAAES KOl IO TOAVTAOKESG KOWVMOVIEG, LEG® T®V OTOi-
@V Ol OTOUIKES TKOVOTNTES TOV ameEAEVBEPOVOVTAV UTopovsay va Bpovv Ekppoaoct. To peydio mieové-
KTNUO TNG TOpoVoaG ETOYNG EIVOL 1] TPOOTTIKY TOV JiveL TN duvatdTNTa GE OAOKANPT TV avOpdmTIvn
QUAN, va PAémel avtn TN S1001KOGT0 EKTOMTIGUOD, GaV £Vo. LOVAOIKO QALVOUEVO, dNACSY| TNV EmAVaL-
Aoppavopevn Guvavtnon Tov KOGUOL HoG HE TOV KOGHO Tov Ogov.

Epnvevopévn and avtf v mpoontiky], 1 Mmoydt kowdtnto vapée évag {onpdg vmoKvNnTig
Ol0-BpNOKEVTIKMOVY dPACTNPLOTHTOV altd TOV Kapd NG cVAANYMG Touc. Extog toov a&loAoymv cuvep-
YOOI®V OV GUTEC Ol OPOOTNPLOTNTEG ONOVPYOLV, 01 Mraydl PAETOVY GTOV OydV TOV doPOP®V
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OpnokeldY vo TANGLAGOoLY 1 [al TV GAAY, pia avtarokpion otn Ocia BodAnon ya o avBpomivn eo-
A OV €1GEPYETAL OTN GVALOYIKN TG OPUOTNTA. Ta AN TG Kowvotntdg pag 8o cvveyicovv va Pon-
Bouv e kdbe duvatd TpoOTo. 2oTOGO OPEIMOVIE GTOVG CLVEPYATES LOG GE OLTH TNV KON TpooTdoela,
va ekepacovpe Eekdbapa Ty memoidnon pog otl o d1a-0pnokevTIKdg SLANOYOC, OV EIVOL VO GUVEICPEPEL
ONUOVTIKA GTY] ADTP®ON OO Ta OEWVE TOL TANTTOVV L0, OMEYVOGHEVN avOpOTOTNTO, TPETEL TOPA VO
aoyoAnOel ekpvd Kot ympig TEPAUTEP® VIEKPVYEC UE TIC GUVETELEG TNG Kupiopyng aindeiog mwov on-
[ovpynoe to kivnpo: 0t 0 Oedg givar Evag Kot 0Tt TEPA 0md KAOE TOAVLOPPIL TOAMTIGLUKNG EKPPOONG
Kot ovOpdmivng epunveiag, n Opnokeio eivor opoiog pio.

Me kdBe pépa mov mepvaet, avEAveTat 0 Kivouvog ot TEPACTIES POTIES TNG BPNOKEVTIKNG TPOKOL-
TAANYNG VO TPOKAAEGOVV L0 TTOYKOC LN TUPKAYLA, Ol GUVETELEG TG OToiag givat adtavontes. Evav té-
7010 K{vOUVO O€V UTOPEL VO DITEPVIKNOEL P10 TOMTIKT KuPEpvnon ywpic fondeta. Ovte mpémel va Exovpe
OVTOTTATEG OTL EKKANGELC Yl opotPoio avekTIKOTNTO, UTOPOoUV Vo EATIlovV amd HOveC Tovg va. eCaiel-
youv gxBpdtnTEC TOL 1GYVPilovian OTL dubBétovy Peia cvykatdbeon. H kpion amortel and ) Bpnokev-
TIKN Nyeoia o pién pe 1o mopeAbdv, T0CO AmOPAGIOTIKY 0G0 NTAV EKEIVEC TOV AvolEay TO OPOLO Y10
TNV KOW®OViol Vo aVTILETOTIoEL T1G €160V J10PPMTIKEG TPOKATAANYELS PLANG, POAOL kot £€6voug. H po-
VOdIKT dkatoAdynon mov Ba UTopovGE Vo LITAPYEL Yo TNV ACKNON EXPPONG o€ {NTHLOTO GLVEIINOTG,
etvan ekeivn TOL TAGGETAL GTNV LANPESTN TNG EVNUEPTNG TNG AVOPOTOTNTOC. X' CVTH TNV KPIGIUN KOUTI
oTNV 106T0pio TOV TOAMTIGHOV, Ol AMOLTNOELS JOG TETOWNG VINPEGiog o€ Bo pmopovcav va gival To oa-
eeic. «H gunuepia g avOpomdTNTOC, 1| EPNVI KO 1] ACOAAELL TNG, Eivol ovEPIKTES», Aéel 0 Moy GoA-
Ao, «€KTOG Ko péEYP1g 6tov edpatwbel otabepd n evOTNTA TNG.»

O ITATKOXMIOX OIKOX AIKAIOXYNHX

UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
Baha&’i World Centre

April 2002

To THE WORLD' S RELIGIOUS LEADERS

The enduring legacy of the twentieth centunhe it compelled the peoples of the world to begga-
ing themselves as the members of a single human aacl the earth as that race's common homeland.
Despite the continuing conflict and violence thatken the horizon, prejudices that once seemed-inhe
ent in the nature of the human species are evengadiging way. Down with them come barriers that
long divided the family of man into a Babel of ilewent identities of cultural, ethnic or nationebm.
That so fundamental a change could occur in sé &dnperiod — virtually overnight in the perspectife
historical time — suggests the magnitude of thesipdgies for the future.

Tragically, organized religion, whose very reaganbeing entails service to the cause of brothedh
and peace, behaves all too frequently as one ahtis formidable obstacles in the path; to citag p
ticular painful fact, it has long lent its creditylto fanaticism. We feel a responsibility, as tiw/ern-
ing council of one of the world religions, to urgarnest consideration of the challenge this poses f
religious leadership. Both the issue and the cistances to which it gives rise require that we kpea
frankly. We trust that common service to the Diwnmé ensure that what we say will be receivedhie t
same spirit of goodwill as it is put forward.



The issue comes sharply into focus when one dersiwhat has been achieved elsewhere. In the past,
apart from isolated exceptions, women were regasdeah inferior breed, their nature hedged about by
superstitions, denied the opportunity to expressitentialities of the human spirit and relegatethe
role of serving the needs of men. Clearly, theeeraany societies where such conditions persistaad
even fanatically defended. At the level of globaicdurse, however, the concept of the equalityhef t
sexes has, for all practical purposes, now assuheetbrce of universally accepted principle. ltayg
similar authority in most of the academic commuiaity information media. So basic has been the revi-
sioning that exponents of male supremacy mustookupport on the margins of responsible opinion.

The beleaguered battalions of nationalism fasendar fate. With each passing crisis in worldaaf$,
it becomes easier for the citizen to distinguistwieen a love of country that enriches one's lifeJ a
submission to inflammatory rhetoric designed tovpke hatred and fear of others. Even where it is ex
pedient to participate in the familiar nationatistites, public response is as often marked byrfgelof
awkwardness as it is by the strong convictions i@adly enthusiasm of earlier times. The effect has
been reinforced by the restructuring steadily tghptace in the international order. Whatever thartsh
comings of the United Nations system in its prefemt, and however handicapped its ability to take
collective military action against aggression, me @an mistake the fact that the fetish of absalate
tional sovereignty is on its way to extinction.

Racial and ethnic prejudices have been subjgotedually summary treatment by historical processe
that have little patience left for such pretensidtisre, rejection of the past has been especialijsive.
Racism is now tainted by its association with tlerdrs of the twentieth century to the degree that
has taken on something of the character of a gairdisease. While surviving as a social attitute i
many parts of the world — and as a blight on thesliof a significant segment of humankind — racial
prejudice has become so universally condemnedimrciple that no body of people can any longer
safely allow themselves to be identified with it.

It is not that a dark past has been erased amedvavorld of light has suddenly been born. Vast num
bers of people continue to endure the effects gfaimed prejudices of ethnicity, gender, natiorstea
and class. All the evidence indicates that suchstiges will long persist as the institutions atahs
dards that humanity is devising only slowly becoemepowered to construct a new order of relation-
ships and to bring relief to the oppressed. Thatpoather, is that a threshold has been crossed fr
which there is no credible possibility of returrunigamental principles have been identified, arditad,
accorded broad publicity and are becoming progrelsincarnated in institutions capable of imposing
them on public behaviour. There is no doubt thatyéver protracted and painful the struggle, the out
come will be to revolutionize relationships amofigpaoples, at the grassroots level.

As the twentieth century opened, the prejudieg #e8emed more likely than any other to succumb to
the forces of change was that of religion. In thestVscientific advances had already dealt rudély w
some of the central pillars of sectarian exclugivih the context of the transformation, takinggalan
the human race's conception of itself, the mosmpimg new religious development seemed to be the
interfaith movement. In 1893, the World's Columbigxposition surprised even its ambitious organiz-
ers by giving birth to the famed "Parliament of iBieins”, a vision of spiritual and moral consenthet
captured the popular imagination on all continertd managed to eclipse even the scientific, techno-
logical and commercial wonders that the Expositielebrated.

Briefly, it appeared that ancient walls had fall&or influential thinkers in the field of religip the
gathering stood unique, "unprecedented in the ttyistd the world". The Parliament had, its distin-
guished principal organizer said, "emancipatedwibed from bigotry". An imaginative leadership, it
was confidently predicted, would seize the oppotyuand awaken in the earth's long-divided religiou
communities a spirit of brotherhood that could pdevthe needed moral underpinnings for the new
world of prosperity and progress. Thus encouragedrfaith movements of every kind took root and
flourished. A vast literature, available in mangdaages, introduced an ever wider public, belieaars
non-believers alike, to the teachings of all thgamaiths, an interest picked up in due coursedmio,
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television, film and eventually the Internet. Ihstions of higher learning launched degree prograsim
in the study of comparative religion. By the tintee tcentury ended, interfaith worship services, un-
thinkable only a few decades earlier, were becorogrgmonplace.

Alas, it is clear that these initiatives lack lbattellectual coherence and spiritual commitménton-
trast to the processes of unification that aresfiaming the rest of humanity's social relationshihe
suggestion that all of the world's great religiams equally valid in nature and origin is stubbypnmd-
sisted by entrenched patterns of sectarian thoddi.progress of racial integration is a developgmen
that is not merely an expression of sentimentalitystrategy but arises from the recognition that th
earth's peoples constitute a single species whasgy wariations do not themselves confer any advan-
tage or impose any handicap on individual membgtiseorace. The emancipation of women, likewise,
has entailed the willingness of both society'siasbns and popular opinion to acknowledge thatre¢h
are no acceptable grounds — biological, social oram- to justify denying women full equality with
men, and girls equal educational opportunities Wwils. Nor does appreciation of the contributidras t
some nations are making to the shaping of an awplglobal civilization support the inherited illosi
that other nations have little or nothing to bringhe effort.

So fundamental a reorientation religious leadprsippears, for the most part, unable to undertake.
Other segments of society embrace the implicatidrike oneness of humankind, not only as the inevi-
table next step in the advancement of civilizatiou, as the fulfilment of lesser identities of ev&md
that our race brings to this critical moment in gollective history. Yet, the greater part of ongad
religion stands paralyzed at the threshold of tterg, gripped in those very dogmas and claims of
privileged access to truth that have been resplenfiib creating some of the most bitter conflictadt
ing the earth's inhabitants.

The consequences, in terms of human well-beiage Ibeen ruinous. It is surely unnecessary tocite
detail the horrors being visited upon hapless patmris today by outbursts of fanaticism that shémee
name of religion. Nor is the phenomenon a recest dio take only one of many examples, Europe's
sixteenth century wars of religion cost that cosminthe lives of some thirty percent of its enpiopula-
tion. One must wonder what has been the longer l@mvest of the seeds planted in popular conscious-
ness by the blind forces of sectarian dogmatismitispired such conflicts.

To this accounting must be added a betrayal efitl of the mind which, more than any other facto
has robbed religion of the capacity it inherenthggesses to play a decisive role in the shapimgdil
affairs. Locked into preoccupation with agendas dlisperse and vitiate human energies, religiogs-in
tutions have too often been the chief agents inodisaging exploration of reality and the exercise o
those intellectual faculties that distinguish hukiad. Denunciations of materialism or terrorism afe
no real assistance in coping with the contempomaoyal crisis if they do not begin by addressing-can
didly the failure of responsibility that has lekleving masses exposed and vulnerable to theke inf
ences.

Such reflections, however painful, are less alictiment of organized religion than a reminderhad t
unique power it represents. Religion, as we aravadire, reaches to the roots of motivation. Whéxast
been faithful to the spirit and example of the s@ndent Figures who gave the world its great belie
systems, it has awakened in whole populations dmto love, to forgive, to create, to dare giedb
overcome prejudice, to sacrifice for the commondyand to discipline the impulses of animal instinct
Unquestionably, the seminal force in the civilizioghuman nature has been the influence of the suc-
cession of these Manifestations of the Divine thaénds back to the dawn of recorded history.

This same force that operated with such effeeiges past, remains an inextinguishable featuhel-of
man consciousness. Against all odds, and witle liitithe way of meaningful encouragement, it centin
ues to sustain the struggle for survival of uncedmnmillions, and to raise up in all lands heroed an
saints whose lives are the most persuasive vindicatf the principles contained in the scripturés o
their respective faiths. As the course of civiliaatdemonstrates, religion is also capable of profy
influencing the structure of social relationshilpgleed, it would be difficult to think of any funchental
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advance in civilization that did not derive its mbthrust from this perennial source. Is it conebie,
then, that passage to the culminating stage imiiennia-long process of the organization of ttenpt

can be accomplished in a spiritual vacuum? If thevgrse ideologies let loose on our world durirg th
century just past contributed nothing else, thayalestrated conclusively that the need cannot be met
by alternatives that lie within the power of humiavention.

The implications for today are summed up by Bahah in words written over a century ago and
widely disseminated in the intervening decades:

“There can be no doubt whatever that the peapfléise world, of whatever race or religion, de-
rive their inspiration from one heavenly Sourceg ane the subjects of one God. The difference
between the ordinances under which they abide dhmailattributed to the varying requirements
and exigencies of the age in which they were rekahll of them, except a few which are the
outcome of human perversity, were ordained of God, are a reflection of His Will and Purpose.
Arise and, armed with the power of faith, shattepieces the gods of your vain imaginings, the
sowers of dissension amongst you. Cleave untorthih draweth you together and uniteth you.”

Such an appeal does not call for abandonmeraithf ih the fundamental verities of any of the witz|
great belief systems. Far otherwise. Faith hasws imperative and is its own justification. Whahers
believe — or do not believe — cannot be the authariany individual conscience worthy of the name.
What the above words do unequivocally urge is reration of all those claims to exclusivity or firtgl
that, in winding their roots around the life of thgirit, have been the greatest single factor ffosat-
ing impulses to unity and in promoting hatred aitdence.

It is to this historic challenge that we belidgaders of religion must respond if religious laatie is
to have meaning in the global society emerging ftbm transformative experiences of the twentieth
century. It is evident that growing numbers of deare coming to realize that the truth underlyatg
religions is in its essence one. This recognitioses not through a resolution of theological disgu
but as an intuitive awareness born from the evdening experience of others and from a dawning ac-
ceptance of the oneness of the human family it€lt. of the welter of religious doctrines, ritualsd
legal codes inherited from vanished worlds, theremerging a sense that spiritual life, like therass
manifest in diverse nationalities, races and caffpconstitutes one unbounded reality equally adues
to everyone. In order for this diffuse and stilhtiaive perception to consolidate itself and cduottie
effectively to the building of a peaceful world,nitust have the wholehearted confirmation of those t
whom, even at this late hour, masses of the egmip'slation look for guidance.

There are certainly wide differences among thddsmajor religious traditions with respect taisb
ordinances and forms of worship. Given the thousarid/ears during which successive revelations of
the Divine have addressed the changing needs ohstantly evolving civilization, it could hardly be
otherwise. Indeed, an inherent feature of the toes of most of the major faiths would appearéo b
the expression, in some form or other, of the fplecof religion's evolutionary nature. What canbet
morally justified is the manipulation of culturadacies that were intended to enrich spiritual Bxpe
ence, as a means to arouse prejudice and aliend@tienprimary task of the soul will always be te in
vestigate reality, to live in accordance with thehs of which it becomes persuaded and to acadid f
respect to the efforts of others to do the same.

It may be objected that, if all the great religgoare to be recognized as equally Divine in orithe
effect will be to encourage, or at least to faaibt the conversion of numbers of people from efig-r
ion to another. Whether or not this is true, isusely of peripheral importance when set agairsiuoih
portunity that history has at last opened to thwalse are conscious of a world that transcends #nie$-
trial one — and against the responsibility thas ewareness imposes. Each of the great faithsdzhrca
impressive and credible testimony to its efficagynurturing moral character. Similarly, no one coul
convincingly argue that doctrines attached to cemtiqular belief system have been either more g8 le
prolific in generating bigotry and superstition tithose attached to any other. In an integratinddya
is natural that patterns of response and assatiafibundergo a continuous process of shifting] &me
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role of institutions, of whatever kind, is suretydonsider how these developments can be managed in
way that promotes unity. The guarantee that theooa¢ will ultimately be sound - spiritually, mosall
and socially - lies in the abiding faith of the onsulted masses of the earth's inhabitants thairthe
verse is ruled not by human caprice, but by a p@nd unfailing Providence.

Together with the crumbling of barriers sepa@ipeoples, our age is witnessing the dissolutiomef
once insuperable wall that the past assumed wouivér separate the life of Heaven from the life of
Earth. The scriptures of all religions have alwtgght the believer to see in service to othersonbt
a moral duty, but an avenue for the soul's own@ggr to God. Today, the progressive restructuring o
society gives this familiar teaching new dimensiohaeaning. As the age-old promise of a world ani-
mated by principles of justice slowly takes on tharacter of a realistic goal, meeting the needbef
soul and those of society will increasingly be sagmeciprocal aspects of a mature spiritual life.

If religious leadership is to rise to the chaflerthat this latter perception represents, sughorese
must begin by acknowledging that religion and soéeare the two indispensable knowledge systems
through which the potentialities of consciousnesgetbp. Far from being in conflict with one another
these fundamental modes of the mind's exploratioreality are mutually dependent and have been
most productive in those rare but happy periodkistory when their complementary nature has been
recognized and they have been able to work togefier insights and skills generated by scientifle a
vance will have always to look to the guidancemfitial and moral commitment to ensure their appro
priate application; religious convictions, no mattew cherished they may be, must submit, willingly
and gratefully, to impartial testing by scientifreethods.

We come finally to an issue that we approach witime diffidence as it touches most directly on-con
science. Among the many temptations the world sffdre test that has, not surprisingly, preoccupied
religious leaders, is that of exercising power iatters of belief. No one who has dedicated longsyea
to earnest meditation and study of the scriptufese or another of the great religions requiresfan
ther reminder of the oft-repeated axiom regardhmg fotentiality of power to corrupt and to do se in
creasingly as such power grows. The unheralded wo®ries won in this respect by unnumbered cler-
ics all down the ages have no doubt been one otlinef sources of organized religion's creative
strength and must rank as one of its highest distins. To the same degree, surrender to the lure o
worldly power and advantage, on the part of otledigious leaders, has cultivated a fertile breeding
ground for cynicism, corruption and despair amolhgvho observe it. The implications for the ability
of religious leadership to fulfil its social resgalility at this point in history need no elabooati

Because it is concerned with the ennobling ofattar and the harmonizing of relationships, refgi
has served throughout history as the ultimate aifiyhia giving meaning to life. In every age, ithaul-
tivated the good, reproved the wrong and held aiphé gaze of all those willing to see, a visiorpof
tentialities as yet unrealized. From its coundedsrational soul has derived encouragement in ovnerc
ing limits imposed by the world and in fulfillingself. As the name implies, religion has simultarstyp
been the chief force binding diverse peoples tagdthever larger and more complex societies thmoug
which the individual capacities thus released @agh éxpression. The great advantage of the presgnt
is the perspective that makes it possible for titeeehuman race to see this civilizing process am-
gle phenomenon, the ever-recurring encounters rofvodd with the world of God.

Inspired by this perspective, tBah&’'i community has been a vigorous promoter of intérfactivi-
ties from the time of their inception. Apart fronmerished associations that these activities create,
Bahd&’issee in the struggle of diverse religions to dréoser together a response to the Divine Will for
a human race that is entering on its collectiveunigt The members of our community will continwe t
assist in every way we can. We owe it to our pastme this common effort, however, to state clearly
our conviction that interfaith discourse, if itts contribute meaningfully to healing the ills tlzdfiict a
desperate humanity, must now address honestly atmdut further evasion the implications of the
over-arching truth that called the movement intmfpethat God is one and that, beyond all diversity
cultural expression and human interpretation, i@tigs likewise one.
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With every day that passes, danger grows thatrihieg fires of religious prejudice will ignite a
worldwide conflagration the consequences of whieh unthinkable. Such a danger civil government,
unaided, cannot overcome. Nor should we deludeetugs that appeals for mutual tolerance can alone
hope to extinguish animosities that claim to pos&#gine sanction. The crisis calls on religiousder-
ship for a break with the past as decisive as ttitseopened the way for society to address equally
rosive prejudices of race, gender and nation. Wieatgustification exists for exercising influenae i
matters of conscience lies in serving the well-gesh humankind. At this greatest turning point le t
history of civilization, the demands of such seevaould not be more clear. "The well-being of man-
kind, its peace and security, are unattainablehaBdlah urges, "unless and until its unity isniy es-
tablished."

THE UNIVERSAL HOUSE OF JUSTICE
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